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BRIEFS 


WASHMGTON.  D.C  (BP) 

—  The  US.  House  of  Rep¬ 
resentatives  on  Nov  27 
apptoved  without  opposition 
the  Iraq  and  Syria  Genocide 
Relief  and  Accountability  Act 
H  R  390.  and  sent  it  to  U  S 
President  Donald  Trump  for 
his  approval  The  U.S.  Senate 
passed  the  b*  in  October, 
also  without  opposition.  If 
signed  into  law  by  Trump,  the 
measure  w*  make  humani¬ 
tarian  aid  available  to  religious 
and  ethnic  minorities  in  the 
two  Middle  East  countries 
inducing  Christians,  Yazidis. 
and  Shia  Muslims.  The  b* 
would  also  provide  support 
tor  criminal  investigations 
and  prosecutions  of  terrorists 
responsible  for  genoadal  acts 
and  crimes  against  humanity 

NBCPIANNEMTO 


LIFE  TURNAROUND  —  Larry  Pepper  was  a  NASA  fl&ht  surgeon  and  astronaut  candidate  before 
God  put  him  on  a  different  trajectory  -  working  with  tho  IMB  at  hospitals  in  Africa.  (IMB  photo) 


Peppers  flyjiigh  with  Christ  ggfglg^ 


Ringing  m 
your  ears? 
This  might 
be  to  blame 

DURHAM,  N.C.  (BP  and  lo¬ 
cal  reports)  —  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  President  J.D. 
Greear  thinks  Southern  Baptists 
can  exceed  their  $160  million 
goal  for  this  year's  Lottie  Moon 
Christmas  Offering  (1M00)  for 
International  Missions. 

So,  the  senior  pastor  of  The 
Summit  Church  in  Durham, 
N.C,  is  daring  Paul  Chitwood, 
the  newly-installed  president 
of  Southern  Baptists’  Interna¬ 
tiona)  Mission  Board  (IMB)  in 
Richmond,  Va.,  to  a  sing-off  if 
die  challenge  goal  of  $170  mil¬ 
lion  is  met 

The  duet  with  Chitwood  was 
the  top  vote-getter  in  a  Twitter 
pollby  IMB,  to  which  Chitwood 
tweeted  that  the  unlikely  vocal 


DEAD  SEA  hraeMBP)- The 
Dead  See  has  been  record 
ing  for  decades  wstfi  some 

SE3SIS.5 


sidered  for  two  dacedes  to 
build  a  desalination  fadfcty  in 

sd^y  brine  from  the  Rad  See 
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fVOTBBSTK* 


between  one  men  and  one 
women  passed  overwhelm- 
mgfy  during  Nov  24  elec* 
tons  in  Taiwan  The  votes 
appeared  to  show  that  most 
citizens  st*  hold  to  traditional 
values  even  though  the  coun¬ 
try’s  highest  court  mewed 
toward  legalizing  same  sex 
marriage  in  2017.  The  mein 
question  of  whether  Taiwen 
CnM  Code  should  conttoue  to 
define  marriage  as  the  union 
between  one  man  and  one 
woman  received  more  than 
76  million  'vet*  votes,  com¬ 
pared  to  2  Bm*ion  siting 
'no.'  Referenda  need  4.94 
mAon  votes  —  a  quarter  of 
eligible  voters  -  to  be  coneiiV 
ered  by  the  government. 


AFRICA  (BP  and  local  reports) 

-  Larry  Pepper  thought  he  had 
been  open  to  God’s  leading  He 
had  been  praying  through  the 
miasioos  book.  Operation  World, 
and  he  had  been  thinking  more 
about  his  impact  on  eternity  as  he 
sat  in  church  evety  Sunday. 

One  day  the  vmrde  came  dear 
as  a  bell  right  where  he  sat  in 
Houston,  Texas:  •YcuVe  commit¬ 
ted  everything  to  Me  except  your 
job.*  Larry  knew  the  thought  had 
come  from  God.  He  took  a  deep 
breath,  and  he  told  God  to  put 


him  and  his  famih  wherever  He 
wanted  them  to  be. 

*1  was  beginning  to  see  the 
world  through  God’s  eyes  in 
terms  of  lostness,"  he  said.  “For 
me,  that  meant  sewog  if  I  could 
use  ray  mated  skills  in  a  way 
that  had  more  Kingdom  impact 

Larry’s  work  was  his  dream 
job.  He  was  a  fright  surgeon  for 
NASA,  providing  medical  care 
for  pilots  and  crewmembera. 
However,  it  9oon  became  evident 
that  God  wa  drawing  him  to 
walk  away  and  move  his  family  to 


serve  with  the  International  Mis¬ 
sion  Board  (IMB)  in  Africa. 

To  step  out  in  dbedfence,  he 
had  to  make  major  sacrifices. 
For  oae,  he  had  been  selected  as 
a  finalist  candidate  for  astronaut 
duty  in  space.  That  was  hard  to 
give  up. 

H®  wife  SeBy  had  some  reser¬ 
vations  too.  “For  me,  the  hardest 
part  was  jwt  wrestling  with  the 
sears  that  kept  creeping  backfri  — 
mostly  the  fear  of  homeschooling 


Your  gifts 

transform  lives 


Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering 

WEEK  Of  PRAYER  FOR  INTERNATIONAL  MISSIONS  |  DEC.  2-f 

201S  GOAL  I  $160,000,000 


A  symbol  of  our  own 


Symbols  are  powerful  objects  Lottie  lived  among  the  Chinese 

to  people,  and  always  have  people  for  40  years.  She  was  known  far 

been.  From  the  beginnings  of  ana  wide,  by  both  friend  and  foe  alike, 

human  history  when  people  piled  as  die  Heavenly  Book  Visitor  because 

stones  one  upon  the  other  to  mark  of  her  unshakable  frith  in  and  firm 

significant  places  and  events,  to  the  reliance  upon  the  Bible.  She  loved  the 

Colossus  of  Rhodes,  to  the  World  Chinese  people  with  all  her  heart  — 

Trade  Towers,  symbols  compel  us  to  especially  the  women  and  children, 
remember  the  past,  move  us  to  ac-  She  loved  them  so  much  that 
tion  in  the  present,  and  give  us  hope  when  the  time  came,  she  was  willing 
for  a  bright  future.  to  lay  down  her  life  tor  them.  Famine 

Great  movements  have  almost  came  to  China,  and  she  was  so  com- 

always  included  important  symbols,  mitted  to  the  people  that  she  gave 
Who  can  forget  Laay  Liberty  in  away  all  her  money  and  mod  so 

Tiananmen  Square,  or  our  others  coukl  eat  Finally,  on  a 

own  Statue  of  Liberty  on  ship  in  the  harbor  01  Kobe, 

which  Lad>  Liberty  was  Japan,  that  was  return- 

based?  The  G  reat  Seal  ing  her  to  America,  she 

the  United  States,  diet!  of  malnutrition 

with  its  bald  eagle  on  Christmas  Eve  of 

clutching  among  1912  weighed 


‘world  little 
her  life 

assinfebut 


world  (A  trivia 
question:  In 


K  gotten  her.  Her 
Htf  spiritual  passion 
t%  and  personal  sac- 
V  rifice  for  the  cause 
P  of  Christ  has  come 
u  to  symbolize  our 
f  dedication  to  help¬ 
ing  fulfill  the  Great 
Commission  (Matthew 
28:18-20).  Her  seifiem- 
esa  epitomizes  for  ua  the 


which  direction  HB 

does  the  eagle's  Mg 

head  face?  An- 
swer  :  To  the  right  M 

toward  Hie  olive  V 

branches,  to  sym-  II 

bofize  the  nation’s  1 

preference  for  peace.) 

Symbols  have  of 
course  been  misused 
through  die  ages,  too.  The 


swastika,  for  over  3,000  years  the  and  calls  us  to  be  as  single- 

symbol  of  good  hick  in  many  cultures  minded  as  Lottie  when  it  comes  to  the 
around  the  world,  was  adopted  by  prospect  of  helping  to  bring  the  world 

Adolf  Hitler  andthe  Nazi  Party  in  the  to  Jesus. 

1930s  to  capture  the  essence  of  their  It  is  fitting  that  Lottie  Moon  has 

ruinous  march  toward  war  and  mass  become  such  a  powerful  symbol  for 
murder.  It  has  never  recovered  its  Southern  Baptists.  She  dedicated  her 
original  meaning.  life  to  others  and  eventually  died  for 

Christians  have  their  symbols,  too,  them.  How  much  closer  to  the  model 

the  most  consequential  being  the  of  Jesus  could  aity  one  of  us  get? 
cross  upon  which  our  Lord  and  Savior  As  foe  December  emphasis  for 
died  to  save  each  one  of  us.  Scholars  this  year’s  Lottie  Moon  Christmas 

and  other  folks  have  arvued  for  many  Offering  for  International  Missions 
years  (and  continue  to  do  so)  over  kicks  into  high  gear  and  we  all  seek 
the  exact  composition  and  configura-  the  Lord’s  guidance  on  foe  amount 
tion  of  the  cross,  but  its  influence  and  we  will  give,  know  that  every  penny 
meaning  to  billions  of  people  over  the  of  foe  offering  goes  directly  to  the 
past  2,000  years  is  not  ttpgunhlc.  to  support  the  Southern  Bap- 

If  Southern  Baptists  have  a  symbol  tists  who  are  there,  just  as  Lottie  was  g 
to  call  our  own,  it  would  be  foe  image  there  aB  those  many  years  ago.  Let 
of  Lottie  Moon  and  the  ideals  she  us  hold  high  the  symbol  of  Lottie  not 
embodied.  One  of  the  first  Southern  only  as  we  jpve  of our  resources,  but 

Baptist  missionaries  to  be  comrais  as  we  also  give  of  our  lives  to  help 
sioned  to  China  in  1873,  her  passion  save  the  world, 
for  helping  bring  lost  souls  to  salva-  Most  importantly,  let  us  hold  Jesua 
tion  in  that  country' is  legendary  even  Christ  highest  of  all  Lottie  wouldn't 

to  non-Southerfi  Baptist  Christians  want  it  any  other  way. 


The  present  identity  crisis 


Guest  opinion 

with  Charles  Patrick 


with  self-help,  self-awareness,  and  setf-oc-  Jesus’  death  and  resurrection.  The  old  us 

tualizatkm  topics.  Tattoos  have  moved  from  is  dead  and  we  are  new  creatures  placed 
expressiig  identity  to  defining  identity.  under  the  headship  of  Christ  (2  Corinthi- 

Advances  in  artificial intefigence  are  ans  5:17;  Galatians  2:20:  Ephesians  i-2). 
rapidly  colliding  with  concepts  of  iden-  Hence,  our  identity  has  been  changed,  an 

tity  and  personhood.  TED  Talks  provide  we  think  and  act  differently, 
unending  lectures  on  personality,  self-mo-  We  are  adopted  into  the  family  of  God 

tivation,  and  humanity  —  all  with  the  goal  (1  Corinthians  12:13).  Havingbeen  iusti- 
to  assist  us  in  defining  our  identity.  fied,  we  are  able  to  come  boldly  before  th< 

Editor’s  note:  According  to  ted.com,  throne  of  God  (Ephesians  2:13;  Hebrews 
"TED  [Technology,  Entertainment  and  4^6)  as  a  people  set  apart  (1  Peter  2:9). 
Design]  is  a  global  community,  welcom-  Our  identity  comes  with  citizenship 

in*  people  from  every  discipline  and  in  heaven  as  we  are  changed  to  be  in  the 
culture  who  seek  a  deeper  understand-  world  and  not  of  foe  worm  (John  17:14- 

ing  of  the  world...  TED  is  owned  by  a  16;  Romans  12:2). 
nonprofit,  nonpartisan  foundation.  Our  Our  identity  does  not  depend  on  us  or 
agenda  is  to  make  great  ideas  accessible  material  things  of  this  world,  but  soMy  on 
and  spaek  eowversation."  *  /Christ.  We  are  united  with  Christ  and  an 

The  1978  rock  music  classic.  Who  Are  His  ambassadors  (2  CortShfans  ^20). 
You,  by  The  Who  is  the  siren  lament  of  So,  the  next  time  someone  asks  who 

contemporary  culture.  Culture  has  more  you  are.  answer  them. with  "in  Christ." 

adjectival  labels  for  people  now  than  one’s  When  they  look  at  you  strangely,  begin  a 
favorite  cup  of  coffee  at  the  boutique  cof-  Gospel  proclamation, 

fee  ahap.  People  are  in  an  identity  crisis, 

desperately  trying  to  define  themselves  Patrick  is  vice  president  for  strategic 

in  a  worid  that  strangles  uniqueness  as  it  initiatives  and  communkations  at  South- 
makes  everythin*  normative.  western  Seminary  in  Ft.  Worth.  This 

t  We,  believers, have  the  answer.  Our  column  first  appeared  in  the  seminary  's 

identity  is  not  defined  by  a  denomination  Theological  Matters  blog,  (theobgicalmu 
or  a  church.  It  is  not  defined  by  what  coffee  tersxxm.)  and  appears  nere  courtesy  of 
we  drink,  what  ckfthes  we  wear,  the  politi-  Baptist  Press.  Bated Jbr  style. 


BUptistRecord 


WHIiamH  Parkin*  Jr 
mfJOrKinsiminCD.Oty 


Tony  Martin 
tmortnOmbcb  org 

LayoaPDeeif* 

Megan  Young 
myoungCnbcb.org 


drKtordsonOnbcb  onj 

Circulation  Manager 

DeAnna  Burgess 
IburgessOmbcborQ 


Wht  Lewis.  New  Albany  —4  tddreis  changes 
Oerock  Wfcon.  Koeousko  w.  The  Witor.  Baptist 
Carolyn  Reeves,  Oxford  Record.  PD  Box  S30 
Garland  Boyd,  Broektovon  Jackson.  MS 


Oop  Hicks.  Bay  Springs 


t*  IflOt)  9683800 
for  {8011292  3330 


WMngmtui.org  Sand  changes  of  E-mail:  bapvstrecori^ 

•»'  JL".  address  to  The  Baptist  jnfea.org 

B*v  tart.  PD  Box  530.  >553?®  U 

*  *  -  M9 

. .  392CWIW11 

!  iSTS  VOLUME  M2  •  NUMBER  4*4S$N-00flfrW78. 

PUdahed  wmekty  «cept  weeks  of  Jufy  4  and  Chnatmas  by  the  M>s3«3ifj p»  Baptist  Convention  Board. 
SISMbaMgifferaet.  Jackson.  MS  39201  Subscription  $1 1 99  per  year  payaSa  in  advance  Economy  plans 
amftabl#  for  cooperating  Mississippi  churches  Periodicals  postage  paid  at  Jackson  MS  Memfe.  Associate™ 
of  State  Baptist  Papers  Oeadlmes  News  items  —  one  calendar  weak  prior  to  raqbeeted  puUkabon  date 
Adnwtismg  —  calendar  weeks  prior  to  requested  publication  date  All  sirhmissiorSwttlafDv  driiting 


fri 


2 


December  6,  2018  The  Baptist  Record 


r 


Movie  ratings  in  U.S 
mark  50  years,  but 


REMEMBERED  - 

The  late  Betty  Malone 
and  the  late  Mabte 
Odte,  both  former  Wom¬ 
an's  Missionary  Union 
(WMU)  directors  at  First 
Church.  Jackson,  are 
memorialized  on  the 
Walk  of  Faith  garden 


critics  unimpressed 


ASHEVILLE,  N.C.  (BP)  -  you  have  no  children,  the 
The  Motion  Picture  A sso-  rating  system  has  no  mean- 
ciation  of  America  (MPAA)  mg  for  you,"  Valenti,  who 
last  week  celebrated  the  died  in  2007,  once  wrote  on 
50th  birthday  of  the  na-  the  MPAA  website, 
tional  movie  rating  scale,  While  the  rating  system 
which  started  as  an  attempt  is  almost  universally  known, 
to  ward  off  censors  and  be-  it*s  not  universally  loved 
came  a  part  of  the  collec-  by  parents.  On  the  MPAA 
tive  consciousness  of  U.S.  parent  survey,  84%  of  re- 
moviegoers.  spondents  said  the  rating 

The  organization  released  were  accurate  but  only  7*^ 
survey  results  showing  that  thought  every  movie  they 
91%  of  American  parents  saw  in  the  past  year  was  rat- 
were  familiar  or  very  famil-  ed  appropriately, 
iar  with  the  G,  PG,  PG-13,  A  2011  study  of  movie  rat- 
R,  and  NC-17  classification  ings  over  the  years  found 
system,  and  95%  thought  it  some  evidence  of  "ratings 
was  helpful.  creep,"  with  PG-13  movies  be- 

"We  could  point  to  many  coming  increasingly  violent, 
factors  behind  the  ratings'  The  somewhat  arbitrary 
success,"  MPAA  CEO  Charles  nature  of  the  ratings  also 
Rivkin  wrote  in  an  open  let- .  contributes  to  parents’  mis¬ 
ter,  “but  the  clearest  one  of  tration.  PG  movies  can  have 
all  comes  directly  from  its  ‘some  profanity  and  some 
founding  mission:  to  main-  depictions  of  violence  or 
tain  the  trust  and  confidence  bnef  nudity"  but  no  depic- 
of  American  parents."  tions  of  drug  use,  according 

The  MPAA  proposed  the  to  MPAA  rules, 
system  in  part  to  quell  calls  PG-13  movies  are  only 
for  government  censorshin  supposed  to  have  one  in- 
of  movies.  Before  1968,  stance  of  ‘harsher  sexually 
the  MPAA  issued  a  set  of  derived  words,"  but  since 
censor-friendly  guidelines  the  1980s  numerous  films  in 
for  all  films.  The  rules  for-  that  category  have  sneaked 
bade  like  blasphe-  in  more  than  one  Fbomb 

mv  obscenity,  nudity,  and  The  word  even  appeared  in 
sympathetic  portrayals  of  the  PG  movie  “Big ^1988. 
criminals,  but  the  code  was  The  MPAA  noted  that  in 
hard  to  maintain  as  societal  the  past  50  years,  about  58* 
tolerance  of  immorality  in-  of  movies  received  an  R  rat- 
creased  «o  MPAA  founder  tog.  but  tj«t  (totfotk  belie. 
Jack  Valenti  came  up  with  the  bos  office  dominance  of 
the  rating  system,  which  PG-13  movies.  Since  20U, 
took  the  pressure  off  film-  PG-13  movies  have  account- 
makers  to  produce  family-  ed  for  12  or  more  of  the  top 
friendly  content  and  put  25  U.S.  films  by  ticket  sales 
the  responsibility  on  mov-  each  year, 
iegoers  to  police  what  they 

watched.  Used  by  permission  of 

By  basing  the  rating  scale  WORLD  Digital,  a  division 
entirely  on  whether  the  con-  of  WORLD  Magazine  (www. 
tent  was  age-appropriate  worldmaa.com)  based 

for  children,  the  MPAA 

set  a  new  norm  that,  -  v  . .  Edited  for  style. 


-  WMU  headquarters  in 
v  Birmingham.  Al 
}  (Photos  courtesy  cl 

V:  national  WMU) 


WMU  lays  bricks  to  remember 

leaders 


their  special  women 


JACKSON.  Ms.  (Special  and 
local  reports)  —  When  Cindy 
Townsend  joined  the  staff  of 
First  Church,  Jackson,  a  year 
ago,  she  found  something  that 
surprised  her. 

Tt  poled  s  ’  out  of  the 
closet  that  showed  when  oar 
Women's  Missionary  Union 
(WMU)  orgMfantion  began  at 
the  church,  and  It  had  a  date  an  it 
that  was  before  national  WMlfs 
founding  in  1888.  That  prompted 
me  to  go  back  into  the  history," 
said  Townsend,  who  serves  as  me 
church's  of  WMU  and 

women's  enrichment  activities. 

First  Church.  Jackson,  is  be¬ 
lieved  to  be  only  church  in  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
that  has  a  full-time  WMU  direc¬ 
tor  on  the  local  staff. 

"We  had  some  tiailblazra 
women  in  our  church,"  she  said. 
"Tb  say  that  WMU  and  missions 
is  the  DNA  of  our  church  is  an 
understatement  These  women 
laid  a  strong  foundation  for  us." 

Eight  more  traflblazing  wom¬ 
en  have  led  that  effort  over  the 
years  -  the  eight  women  who 
served  in  Townsend’s  position 
before  her. 

"They've  held  the  missions 
banner  high,"  Ae  pointed  out 


them  in  the  Walk  of  Faith. 

David  George,  president  of 
WMU  Foundation,  said  the 
walk  wfll  support  the  ministry 
of  WMU  into  the  fiiture  and 
honor  the  unsung  missions  he¬ 
roes  and  mentors  that  have  im¬ 
pacted  so  many. 

Pnt’s  in  the  DNA  of  people 
within  WMU  to  want  to  honorthe 
people  who  got  them  involved," 
be  said.  “Talk  to  people  who 
are  involved  in  WMU,  and  they 
wiD  all  point  to  someone  who 
saw  iftwytkiTiig  to  them  when 
they  were  little  girls  and  young 


something  da 
get  theWMU 
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Thanks  to  the  folks  at  Oxford  Dic¬ 
tionaries,  we  are  told  the  Word 
of  the  Year  in^oi8  is  “toxic." 
According  to  those  folks,  toxic  was 
used  over  40%  more  in  2018  than  in 
the  years  before.  They  keep  up  with 
such  things,  in  part  because  It’s  their 
job  and,  I  suppose,  so  they  can  keep 
us  informed  as  to  the  highly-used 
words  in  our  culture.  If  you  think 
about  it,  toxic  was  everywhere  this 
year.  There  were  discussions  about 
toxic  masculinity  and  toxic  politics 
and  toxic  conversations  ana  toxic  en¬ 
vironments.  Toxic  made  its  way  into 
every  area  of  life. 

Toxic  has  been  around  a  good  while 
already.  In  fact,  for  years  toxic  has 
been  called  to  our  attention  about 
things  in  our  own  households.  Things 
that  we  need  to  get  rid  of  because  the^ 
are  toxic.  You  can  look  up  lists  of  toxic 
things  that  may  be  in  your  house. 
Things  such  as  non-stick  cookware, 
flea  and  tick  products,  mothballs,  air 
fresheners,  furniture  polishes,  oven 
cleaners,  washing  products.  All  may 
have  the  possibility  of  being  toxic. 

The  evolution  of  washing  ma¬ 
chine  products  is  interesting.  Do 
you  remember  when  you  could  just 
Duy  a  box  of  soap  that  would  be  used 
to  wash  your  clothes?  Slowly  it  has 


The  Word  of  the  Year  Y8 


changed  into  fancy  little  pods,  some 
of  them  looking  like  they  just  came  off 
the  cookie  shelf.  You  put  these  pods 
in  the  washing  machine  with  your 
clothes,  and  tne  wrappings  dissolve 
and  the  cleaner  is  dispensed. 

One  of  the  big  problems  with  that 
is  it  does  look  like  candy  or  cookies  or 
something  that  would  be  really  attrac¬ 
tive  to  a  youngster  who  would  grab 
it  and  put  it  in  his  or  her  mouth  not 
knowing  that  it  could  be  toxic. 

As  a  result  of  it  being  toxic  and  at¬ 
tractive  to  little  people,  the  cleaning 
product  folks  started  packaging  it  in 
childproof  canisters  and  putting  warn¬ 
ing  labels  on  it  and  giving  advice  in 
advertisements  to  be  careful  and  that 
it  could  harm  your  child.  Toxic  things 
are  around  us  everywhere,  not  just  m 
cleaning  products  and  poison  air  but 
maybe  tar  more  harmful  as  we  express 
them  and  show  them  and  impact  oth¬ 


ers  unknowingly.  Let  me  give  you  a 
quick  list  of  AJJCD’s  of  toxic  stuff. 

A  -  Attitude.  Our  attitudes  affect 
people  around  us.  Attitudes  can  be 
hurtful  and  harmful  and  at  best  just 
unpleasant  I  was  checking  out  at  a 
store  recently  and  the  woman  at  the 
cash  register  was  obviously  not  par¬ 
ticularly  happy.  I  spoke  to  her  and  she 
mumbled  something.  As  she  was  tak¬ 
ing  care  of  my  purchase,  I  said,  “Are 
you  having  a  tough  day?"  That  was 
the  open  door  for  her  to  unload  on  me 
how  she  felt  about  her  boss  lady.  She 
was  rather  loud  in  her  expressions  and 
dear  in  her  feelings  about  the  boss.  I 
didn’t  know  who  tne  manager  of  the 
store  was,  but  I  saw  a  woman  stand¬ 
ing  20  or  30  feet  back  in  the  store.  I 
thought  maybe  that  was  the  person  she 
was  talking  about.  I  asked,  “Is  the  lady 
back  there  your  manager?"  She  said 
to  me,  “No,  she  left  about  an  hour  ago 
and  probably  won’t  be  back  the  rest 
of  the  day."  I  said,  “Oh."  I  thought  the 
person  she  was  actually  angry  toward 
bad  left  the  premises.  Probarbly  had 

Sine  home  and  was  enjoying  life,  but 
e  attitude  she  had  toward  ner  boss 
was  going  to  be  spilled  out  on  every¬ 
body  who  came  through  the  checkout 
counter,  at  least  for  an  hour,  maybe  for 
the  rest  of  the  day.  Our  attitudes  are 
that  way.  They  get  ahold  of  us  more 
than  they  affect  the  person  toward 


whom  they  are  projected.  Having  a 
good  attitude  or  a  bad  attitude  is  a 
decision  we  will  make,  not  just  some¬ 
thing  that  somebody  does  to  us.  It  can 
be  toxic. 

B  -  Beliefs.  Time  and  space  will 
not  allow  me  to  talk  about  all  the  im¬ 
portant  beliefs  in  our  lives  related  to 
God.  His  Word,  and  our  relationship 
to  Christ  Jesus,  but  what  we  believe 
is  important,  infectious,  or  it  can  be 
hurtful.  There  are  wrong  beliefs,  had 
beliefs,  hurtful  beliefs,  ungodly  beliefs 
that  some  people  project,  out  maybe 
none  more  destructive  than  when  par¬ 
ents  say,  “I  don’t  believe  in  influenc¬ 
ing  my  child  about  what  they  ought 
to  believe.  I  think  they  ought  to  just 
grow  up  and  make  decisions  on  their 
own."  Really?  The  strange  thing  about 
that  is  that  it  only  applies  to  a  rela¬ 
tionship  to  God  ana  to  His  Son,  Jesus. 
Otherwise,  we  want  to  influence  our 
children’ 8  beliefs:  how  they  feel  about 
certain  people,  how  they  feel  about 
certain  sports,  how  they  feel  about 
certain  events.  We  influence  them 
about  that  and  just  let  them  grow  up 
harum-scarum,  choosing  whatever 
they  want  to  believe  about  God.  How 
foolish.  How  unwise.  Beliefs  ulti¬ 
mately  shape  everything  about  us. 
How  we  treat  people.  VVnat  we  believe 
about  our  own  life.  What  we  believe 
about  eternity.  What  we  believe  about 


the  here  and  now.  Wrong  beliefs  can 
certainly  be  toxic  for  a  lifetime. 

f  (IjMiiiiiii  ntftmi  lii  illj  n 
day  goes  by  and  maytx  a  fliy  doesn’t 
even  barely  begin  without  bearing 
some  communication  that  is  toxic, 
laced  with  vfle,  hurtful  words  and 
insinuations.  Communication  can  be  a 
terrible  thing.  The  writer  of  Proverbs 
says  that  the  power  oi  life  and  death  is 
in  the  tongue  (Prov.  18:21).  The  wise 
man  is  talking  about  communication. 
You  can  hurt  your  children  and  dam¬ 
age  their  lives  and  their  futures  by 
crude,  hurtful  communication  to  them 
and  toward  them. 

D  -  Discouragement.  Discour¬ 
agement  can  be  highly  toxic,  and  sadly 
there  are  many  people  who  may  touch 
our  lives,  maybe  work  around  us,  teach 
us,  influence  us,  who  discourage  us 
constantly.  There  are  some  people  who 
seem  to  hive  the  gift  of  discourage¬ 
ment.  Don’t  you  be  one  of  them.  I  so 
often  think  about  the  day  that  after 
Mooes  had  passed  away  and  God  put 
the  mantle  of  leadership  on  Joshua, 
how  easy  it  would  be  for  people  to 
discourage  him.  The  new  leader  of  Is¬ 
rael,  the  new  leader  leading  them  into 
the  Promise  Land,  and  Goa  repeat¬ 
edly  said  in  chapter  one  of  the book 
of  Joshua  -  be  strong  and  of  good 
courage.  Do  not  be  discouraged  (Josh. 
1:9).  Can  you  imagine  someone  com¬ 


ing  up  ana  saying,  “Who  do  you  think 
you  are,  Joshua?  Do  you  think  you 
are  Moses?"  No.  he  wasn’t  Moses.  He 
was  Joshua,  and  he  was  God’s  leader. 
Discouragement  can  harm  and  hurt 
and  sometimes  thwart  the  work  and 
the  will  of  God.  It* s  toxic. 

Pause  for  a  moment  and  allow  God 
to  help  you  take  inventory  of  toxic 
things  mat  may  have  found  a  resting 
place  in  our  own  hearts,  our  own  at¬ 
titudes,  our  own  mouths.  Ask  Him  to 
come  and  give  us  the  kinds  of  things 
that  will  help  the  people  around  us 
and,  in  turn,  help  os.  Maybe  next  year 
and  the  years  ahead  will  not  be  filled 
with  toxic  things.  At  least,  in  the  small 
arena  where  you  and  I  exist. 

The  author  can  be  contacted  at 
directionsQmbcb  .org . 
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NVEVYGRCY  P\*VS:  VCO 
Clue:  B  *  H 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and  exercise  ygur  Bibb 
knowledge.  A  Kina  James  Version  Bibb  verse  has  been  en¬ 
coded  by  letter  substitution.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  piade.  Solve  by  fried  and  error.  Answer  to 
last  week's  puzzle:  Luke  4:4 

By  Chart**  Ham.  1 431-2904,  ©  1005 


Submission  Guidelines  Ip 

Tha  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish 
news  and  photographs  of  special  events  that 
take  place  in  cooperating  churches  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  News  items 
and/or  photographs  depicting  benefits  and 
activities  for  secular  or  outside  organizations 
will  not  be  published 

Preferred  method:  news  may  be  submitted 
electronically  to  the  e-mail  address  below,  and 
must  be  included  in  the  message  segment  of 
an  e-mail* form.  Secondary  method  news  may 
be  typewritten  or  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by 
11-mch  paper  and  mailed.  AM  articles  must  be 
received  in  writing;  no  articles  will  be  accepted 
over  the  telephone.  Due  to  ever-present  virus 
threats,  no  text  attachments  win  be  accepted. 
Photograph  attachments  in  JPEG  format  are 
permissible. 

Please  make  articles  concise.  Include  the 
who.  whet.  when.  Where  details  of  the  story, 
along  with  a  contact  parson's  address  and 
telephone  number,  j*., 

Photographsgpust  be  submitted  electronically 


via  a-rrait  as  attachments  in  JPEG  format  Hard 
copy  photographs  mailed  through  the  postal 
service  will  not  be  accepted.  Photographs 
must  be  dear,  sharp,  and  weft-lighted.  Photo¬ 
graphs  must  depict  people.  No  landscape-,  build¬ 
ing-.  or  object-only  photographs  win  be  printed 
Photographs  containing  inappropriate  gestures 
and  objectionable  clothing  wiD  not  be  published 
Cell  phone  photographs  and  other  lew  resolution 
items  that  do  not  reproduce  well  on  newsprint 
are  generally  not  publishable 

There  is  no  guarantee  that  news  items  end/ 

photographs  are  subject  to  cropping.  News  items 

prior  to  rr  m  tested  publication  date.  Articles  that 

meent  to  be  exhaustive. 

Submit  news  to  The  Baptist  Record.  P  O  Box 
530.  Jackson.  MS  392060530.  FAX:  (601)  292 
3330.  E-mail  bapbstrecord#mbcb  org 
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201-8  YOUTH  EVANGELISM  CHALLENGE 


ER  27-28,  201 8  •  MISSISSIPPI  COLLEGE 


LOCATIONS 


TIME:  9  00  a  m. -3:00  p  m 
(Registration  begins  at  8  30  am) 


FEBRUARY  11 

Harrisburg  Baptist  Church 
Tupelo,  MS 


FEBRUARY  12 

First  Baptist  Church 
Clinton,  MS 


FEBRUARY  13 


What !  tell  you  in  the  darkness,  speak  in  the  light,  and  what  you  hear  whi: 


ear.  proclaim  upon  the 


H<hm« Tops  is  a  Baptist  Record  supplement  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board’s  Comanmicatioa  Services. 


Looking  for  a  resolution 
you  can  keep ? 

January  h 

“Make  Your  Will”  month  El 

The  Mhiinippl  Baptist  Foundation 
can  http  you  maka  this  9m  yoar 
you  (Mow  through 

* 

Call  601  292.3210  ^ 


January  is  “Make  lour  Will”  mouai! 

Contact  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation  today 
to  schedule  a  Legacy  Conversation  for  your  church  in  January. 
Representatives  are  available  to  share  in  Sunday  services  and  midweek 
gatherings  such  as  WMU,  Brotherhood,  senior  adults  and  boomers 
fellowships.  Learn  more  about  what  may  be  the  greatest  stewardship 
opportunity  of  your  life  —  appropriating  your  estate  resources 
(your  “stuff*)  through  your  Last  Will  and  Testament. 

www.msbaptistfoundation.org  •  601-292-3210  •  foundation@mbcb.org 


REPLICATE  MINISTRIES: 

D-GROUP  TRAINING 


COST:  $25  including  lunch 

REGISTRATION:  vfww.finyurl.com/dgrouptrain  by  January  25,  2019 
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MCCAF 

MISSISSIPPI  CHRISTIAN 
CREATIVE  ARTS  FESTIVAL 


February  22-23,  2019 
Erdrxion  Baptist  Church  |  Brandon,  MS 


DISCERN  RETREAT 


January  4-5,  2019 

Garaywa  Camp  &  Conference  Center 
Patterson  Place  •  Clinton,  MS 

Contact  Discipleship  and  Family  Ministry  at  tpresson@mbcb.ora 
.  for  more  information. 


Contact  Discipleship  &  Famjly  Ministry  at  redwards@mbcb.org 
for  more  information. 


Small  Church 
Youth  Ministry 
Workshops 

6:00-8:45  pm 
Supper  is  served  at  6:00  pm. 


Thursday, 

East  Heights 
205  Lake  St  |  Ti 

Thursday,  February  7 
County  Line  Baptist  Church 
3765  Highway  29  S.  |  Ovett  MS  39464 

Thursday,  February  28 
Pine  Grove  Baptist  Church 
6690  Hwy.  5  |  Hickory  Flat,  MS  38633 

Contact  Discipleship  &  Family  Ministry  at 
tpresson@mbcb.org  for  more  info. 

To  register,  visit 

www.tinyurt.com/2019SmallChurch. 


very  church. 


1 


Every  nation, 


jf  LOTTIE  MOON  C  HPlSiV.  AS  OFFERING 

W  W  Vt 

(  ontiui  Rt  fn  kali  Parker  it(  60/  2^2  JJ M pr  move  information. 
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2019  STATE  SENIOR  ADULT 
EVANGELISM  RALLY 

Country  Woods  Baptist  Church  |  Bvram,  MS' 
Tuesdav,  January  29 


i  A 

Brothers  4  Quartet 


Mickey  Bounds 


flLJil 


Dennis  Swnnberg 


Voices  of  for 


So  fee  or  registration  required.  l  or  question*  or  more  information  < vnuut 
niscipteship  amt  I  amity  Ministry  at  601-292  *2*  I  or  tpressonv  mbebory 


APRIL  6-7, 2019 

Emmanuel  Baptist  Church 
245  Meadowbrooh  Road 
Grenada,  MS  38901 

Contact  Church  Mu*te  at  601-291-3372  or  Wyndy  South  at 
wiouth@mbcb.ory  for  additional  information. 


MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST 

(f  yumo/ionu 

~  \((i,e/,<2sf,o 

MADISON  CENTRAI.  HIGH  SCHOOL 
Band  Hall 


Iriday,  January  1 1 
6:30-9:00  p.m. 


Saturday,  January  1 2 
8:30  a.m.- 1 2:00  p.m. 


(  OI1UU  (  hiin.li  Musii  .11  iwi.ulun.  mhih.org  or  GDI -292  .»2(»~ 
lor  more  information. 


Miss  Alessia  V.  Worthy 
2/2/07 

Parents:  Charlie  &  Shannon 
European  Peoples 


Mr.  Haddon  Bledsoe 
2/16/01 

Parents:  David  &  Laurie 
American  Peoples 


Miss  AIJie 
2/19/15 
Parents:  JAM 
Restricted 


Restricted:  China 


To  Ba  Sent  January  24,  2013,  by  tha  WMU  Office 
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Doors  open 
(5)  5  p.m. 


Concert 

@  6  p.m 


$20  General 
Admission 


orth  Greenwood 
Baptist  Church 


CLASSIFIEDS 


3SMISE 


sjikI.  **l  jiii  tin*  liiihf  of  fhr  world. 
\\  Hucur  follows  nu'  will  not  walk 
in  darkness  Init  will  hnu  the 
li^ti t  of  HIV.**  l John  S:  12) 


Simpl.v  share  the  following  pra\er 
with  ( •  od  in  ) our  own  words: 


MS  POSITIONS 


i  I.  l  ord.  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
[  « I  have  sinned  J 

k  2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  mv  sins 
&  and  freedom  from  eternal 

b  death.  ( I  repent. I 

®  3.  I  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 

I  from  the  grave  to  forj»ive  mv  sins 
and  to  restore  mv  relationship 
with  you.  1 1  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith.  I  invite  Jesus  C  hrist 
into  mv  life,  from  this  time  on. 
I  want  to  live  in  a  loving  relationship 
with  Him.  I  receive  (  hrist  as 
in v  s;n ior  and  l.ord.i 


“lint  as  nian>  as  received  him.  to  tlw-m  lie  nave 
the  ritfht  to  become  children  of  Hod.  even  to 
those  w  ho  believe  in  hi*-.  naim  <  John  1:12) 
It  will  make  a  decision  for  (  hrist  toduv  %  contact  a 
lot  al  Southern  Baptist  church  for  spiritual  guidance. 


mYte  got  in  touch  with  the 
1MB  and  shared  what  was  on 
our  heart,  and  they  connected 
us  with  a  couple  wmo  was  get¬ 
ting  repdy  to  go  the  field  who 
could  be  the  race’  of  the  need 
for  us,"  Steve  said. 

In  the  past.  First  Church 
had  given  generously  to  the 
Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offer¬ 
ing  for  International  Mission? 
(LMCO),  faithfully  passing  the 
$10,000  mark  every  year.  In  the 
year  of  the  surplus,  the  church 
took  an  additional  $90,000  out 
of  its  budget  to  ‘'adopt”  Kyle 
and  Amber  Wilkens  (not  their 
real  names),  IMB  missionaries 
to  East  Asia. 

In  the  years  since,  the  church 
has  set  aside  one  Sunday  as 
“Sacrificial  Sunday,*  the  day 
the  congregation  raises  the  en- 


ANDERSONVILLE,  Tn.  OMB)  thought  just  kept  reverberat- 
—  A  few  years  ago,  Steve  ing  in  my  head  for  the  next 
Laid n’s  church  budget  had  several  days,”  he  said, 
a  line  of  numbers  hk  heart  As  it  (fid,  those  extra  dol- 
couldn’t  reconcile.  lars  fueled  big  dreams,  dreams 

“I  was  meeting  with  the  that  didn’t  end  with  that  year's 
elder  leadership  here  at  the  surplus.  The  little  church  of 
church,  and  as  I  was  looking  125  decided  to  step  out  and 
through  our  financial  report,  I  commit  to  something -radical 
saw  we  had  a  large  surplus  left  and  raise  money  equivalent  to 
over,”  said  Steve,  pastor  of  First  what  it  takes  to  fund  the  work 
Church,  Andersonville,  Tn.  of  one  missionary  couple  un- 
One  of  the  elders-  smiled  der  Southern  Baptists’  Inter- 
and  said  he  was  sure  God  had  national  Mission  Board  (IMB) 
ways  in  mind  to  spend  that  -  not  just  for  that  year  but  for 
money.  Steve  agreed.  “That  years  to  come. 


Christmas  Concert 
December  16, 2018 
North  Greenwood  Baptist  Church 


Hearina  is  Believin' 


MS  AALitoca  1902.  Cal  600-606-2870 
GET  THE  BEST  RATES  ON:  HaaNh 
Inauranct  and  Uafcav  jiajrianmSi  Cal 

1-600-541-SW6  or  *1  wwwTumertnsurarv 
caOnlna.com. 

CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY.  FREE  ESTI¬ 
MATES:  Daria  Uphottary.  Qufcmar,  Mias.. 
phont601-7TMSt7. 


you  may  cal  f»  dwcti  erffce  a(  870-853-5520 
HOPPER  STAINED  GLASS.  Custom 
nMom,  naatoraion  and  rapairs,  safety  and 
irsuiatodafeia,  custom  aiuminurn  and  wood 
frames.  Statewide  601-502-0202  www 


mare  HTOTCHUHCHM  NETTLE-  CALVARY  BARTCT  CMIRCHOF  ME  Rip 
TON.  MS.  B  M  SEARCH  OF  A  PASTOR.  I  IAN,  MS  B  SEEKING  A  BLVOCATONAL 
«ua»MMMMLptMnwkn(areamto  MSBSTBT  OF  BUSK.  Q.  VferBjp  SmAcw 
PaKmw  earns!  OmcH  Am  P«MDr  9aareh  an  a  BMnl  o(  conamnwry  mi  *»•»* 
ComnAMa,  730  Road  SOS.  NaMMon,  MS  roate.lnlanMadp«rta»m»AI  «andafaa>an. 
3S»5So.amalID!MiiMAilwn<a9mMcom  *<****&f^^  UtoaMlon 

of  RSdUonytri^^  ttie  northern  part  of  Gmene  »  RECEMNG  RESUMES  TOR  A  FULL 
County  Pteaaa  amal  maumea  to  Weabafam-  TNE  MSSSTtn  OP  IMC  Send  ^wanae 
:>aoMrt^fchOgrnalcom  to  I'bcfcsearchcorrrTitt^^  or  Fnt 

gagassats.^ 

Tree  wursDftum  I  CAOCR  PIbmb  mn vd  ' ****' _ 


◄  Mississippi  Wildlife  Turkey  Federation  again  donated  16 
Thanksgiving  turkeys  Barry  Biggers  and  his  son.  Brady  deliv¬ 
ered  the  turkeys  just  in  time  for  Thanksgiving  and  are  pictured 
w?ch  Chrystelle  Thames.  BCV  Director  of  Public  Relations 


AUSTIN'S 

SHOES 


£st.M5 


Thank  you  to  Steve  and  Aliena  McFiwain  of  Austin  s  Shoes  in 
Oxford  &  Corinth.  Mississippi  for  their  special  promotion  this 
football  season  to  benefit  The  Baptist  Children  s  Village  For 
every  field  goal  at  the  Ole  Miss  home  football  games  $300  in 
product  was  donated  which  resulted  in  $2100  worth  of  shoes 
for  BCV  children.  We  are  very  thankful  to  the  McEtwain's  for 
this  generous  gift!,  www.austinsshoes.com 


►  Nola  Baptist  Church 
sponsored  a  bonfire  & 


Dickerson  Place  Campus. 
They  also  played  games 
with  the  kids,  as  well  as. 
had  a  praise  music  time 
and  a  devotional.  It  was 
a  very  warm,  worshipful 
time  together. 


MERRY 

CHRISTMAS 


HONORS 


Merry  Christmas  from  all  The  Baptist  Children's  Village  staff  and  residents 
We  are  very  thankful  for  you  and  how  God  uses  you  in  the  lives  of  at-risk 
Mississippi  children  and  families  You  are  a  tremendous  gift  to  our 
ministry  and  we  wish  you  and  yours  a  very  blessed  Christmas  season 


Thanks  be  to  God  for  this  indescribable  gift f 

2  CORINTHIANS  t:15  NIV 


Genesis  28:10-22 


Not  Alone 


Have  you  ever  departed  on  a  long  jour-  affirmed  that  Jacob’s  descendants  would  he  uttered  words  that  would  be  echoed  that  are  in  the  presence  of  our  Creator 
ney  by  yourself?  The  sense  of  loneliness  be  Kke  the  dust  of  the  earth  for  multitude,  down  through  the  centuries  as  genera-  and  Redeemer, 
can  seem  overwhelming.  Today's  session  spreading  out  to  all  points  of  the  compass,  tions  of  believers  discovered  after-the-  „  _ 

focuses  on  an  episode  in  Jacob’s  life  when  Of  paramount  importance,  is  the  extension  fact  that  God  had  been  with  them  all  Commitment  Made  (28:20-22) 
he  found  himself  alone,  on  the  run,  and  in  of  Gods  blessings  to  the  “families  of  the  along.  He  proclaimed,  “Surely  the  LORD  Having  anointed  the  pillar  or  standing 
a  strange  place.  God  chose  those  circum-  earth"  through  Jacob  and  his  descendants  is  in  this  place,  and  I  did  not  know  it*  stone,  Jacob  made  a  vow  of  commitment 
stances  to  reveal  His  purpose  to  Jacob;  (Gen.  28:14b;  NASB).  Finally,  God  also  (Gen.  28:16).  Jacob  was  struck  with  a  to  God.  In  essence,  Jacob  vowed  to  ac- 

promised  His  presence  with  Jacob  as  He  sense  of  reverential  fear  for  the  place,  knowledge  the  LORD  as  his  God  This  vow 
Purpose  Revealed  (28:10-15)  guided  Isaac’s  younger  son  to  the  comple-  calling  it  the  “house  of  God"  and  the  “gate  was  a  strong  affirmation  of  faith.  However, 

Jacob  left  his  home  in  Beersheba  to  go  Son  of  His  promises.  of  heaven”  (28:17).  He  set  up  the  stone,  Jacob  began  the  vowhjr  saying%  malar- 

to  Haran,  a  region  at  the  apex  of  the  Ferine  The  Bible  affirms  in  both  Old  and  New  which  had  been  his  pillow  the  previous  the  vow  conditional  If  God  bewiU  be  with 

Crescent  Jacob  had  to  make  the  journey  Testaments  night,  as  a  me,  if  God  will  keep  me  on  this  journey, 

for  two  reasons.  First  the  lives  of  Isaac  and  that  God  — — — -  tf—Tii  -Tfrr  '  sacred  pil-  if  God  will  give  me  food  and  garments,  if 

Rebekah  were  embittered  by  Esau’s  pagan  made  Him-  |ar»  anoint-  God  will  allow  me  to  reti^  to  myfothers 

wives  (Gen.  26:34-35),  so  they  encouraged  self  known  SkLj  me  it  with  house  in  safety,  then  toe  IT)RD  will  be  my, 

Jacob  to  return  to  the  land  of  their  fathers  through  Cvnlnro  fho  UlUfl  oil  This  ac-  God.WhatGod  had  affirmed  m  the  dream, 

to  find  a  wife  (Gen.  27*6-28:9).  Second,  dreams.  To-  BlfW  LAplUIC  1116  UlDItJ  tion  marked  Jacob  conditionabzed  m  his  yow  In  fair- 

Esau,  angered  by  Jacobs  cunning  in  tak-  day,  believ-  .  .».«/  ,, in  a  tan-  ness  to  Jacob,  his  words  could  indicate  a 

Lng  his  birthright  and  his  deception  while  ers  have  two  ht/A  W.  Wayne  VanHoftS^  gible  wav  positive  affirmation  of  God  s  promise  or  a 

staffing  the  Wessing,  wanted  to  kill  his  things  Ja-  the  spot  as  resignation  to  the  fart  that  only  when  Ja- 

brother  (Gen.  27:35-45).  Jacob  was  flee-  cob  did  not  a  special  cob  returned  to  his  father's  house  would 

ing  for  his  life  on  a  Journey  to  find  a  wife.  have:  the  ^  place-  Gorfs  proims«^  copfin^ 

VVe  learn  from  Gen.  28:11,19  that  Jacob  indwelling  cob  then  God  reveals  H*  plans  to  Qinst-follow- 

traveted  until  sundown,  stopping  at  a  place  Holy  Spirit  and  the  inspired  Word  of  God  gave  this  place  of  the  LORD’S  special  ers  today  through  His  written  Word  and 
called  Luz  (pronounced  Lootz).  The  stone  Anything  God  reveals  in  dreams  today  will  revelation  a  new  name.  Bethel,  meaning  through  the  inner  promptings  erf  the  Holy 
he  used  for  a  pillow  might  indicate  how  be  consistent  with  His  written  Word  and  “the  house  of  God"  (28:18-19).  Spirit  He  does,  bdievOT  are  to  take 

wearied  he  was  from  his  flight  from  Esau,  the  internal  promptings  of  the  Holy  Spirit  Believers  can  joyfully  and  gratefully  steps  of  faith  m  response  to  God  s  speak- 
According  to  Gen.  28:12-15,  the  LORD  ap-  Thus,  believers  can  be  confident  in  know-  commemorate  Gocfs  working  in  their  ing  to  them.  Firm  commitments  based  on 
peared  to  Jacob  in  a  dream.  The  LORD  con-  ing  that  God  is  with  them  and  guides  them  lives.  My  personal  Bethel  is  a  creek  bank  God’s  Word  guide  us. 
firmed  His  identity  as  the  God  of  Abraham  to  fulfill  His  purposes  for  them.  brfiind  nw  parent’s  home  in  Viiginia  . 

and  Isaac,  Jacob’s  grandfather  and  father  y  where  God  bemn  to  draw  me  as  a  teen-  VanHorn  is  Dean  af  the  Mississippi 

respectively.  He  affimied  the  promise  of  the  Presence  Realized  (28:16-19)  '  ager  to  HimseENo  experience  in  life  can  OMege  School  of  Christian  Studies  and 

He  also  When  Jacob  awoke  from  his  dream,  match  those  moments  when  we  realize  the  Arts. 


Joseph's  Obedience  •  M< 

The  prophecies  regarding  the  Messiah  time,  the 
had  been  given  down  through  the  genera¬ 
tions;  then  came  silence  for  almost  400 


groom  would  go  and  ceived  in  her  is  from  the  Holy  Spirit."  The 

_ _ to  their  new  home  word  dream  means  to  have  a  vision  while 

where  a  wedding  feast  was  held  for  seven  you  are  aaleep.  ,  -4.  ■ 

(fays;  then  the  marriage  was  consummat-  While  he  was  sleeping  the  angel  of  the 
ed  Death  or  divorce  was  the  only  way  out  Lord  appeared  to  him  and  gave  mm  Gods 
of  the  contract  During  the  year  Joseph  solution  to  all  the  questions  he  had.  First, 
was  planning  and  preparing  for  the  day  ne  he  was  not  to  fear  to  take  Maiy  as  his  wife, 
would  take  Mary  as  his  wife.  That  is  until  The  angel  confirmed  (see  Luke  1:26-56) 
God  disrupted  hk  plan!  "...  before  they  “for  that  which  is  conceived  in  her  is  from 
came  together  she  was  found  with  child  the  Holy  Spirit"  Then,  one  additional  m- 
fmm  thT  structlon 


bridged  the  gap  between  the  centuries; 
writing  a  detailed  account  identifying  Je¬ 
sus  Qirist  as  the  One  who  fulfilled  all  of  the 
prophecies  (Matt  m).  The  first  17  verses 
of  Matthew  1  focus  on  the  genealogy  of  Je¬ 
sus  through  the  lineage  of  Joseph,  the  Da- 
vidic  line.  “Now  the  Birth  of  Jesus  Christ 
took  place  in  this  way"  (vs.  18a.  ESV).  This 
opens  the  focal  passage  for  today’s  lesson. 
In  eight  simple  verses,  we  hone  in  on  the 
miraculous  mystery  of  this  event  learning 
about  a  man  who  played  a  masterful  role 
without  saying  a  word. 

Unlike  engagements  and  weddings  of 


to  *NcaD  his  his  obedience.  Joseph  had  three  additional 

name  Je-  dreams  and  in  each  one,  we  see  no  words 

£  a  •£  sus,  for  he  spoken  by  this  man,  only  what  ‘he  did' 

6S  tor  Lit 6  Will  save  his  (Matt:  2:1-12;  16-18;  22-23).  What  faith! 

1  f  people  from  What  obedience! 
r  Leathers  Jr  T  their  sins."  Pastor  Jeremiah  also  stated,  “Here  was 

X  Joseph  was  a  man  who  was  sensitive  to  the  voice  of 

B|k  about  to  ex-  God,  strong  but  compassionate,  and  as 

perience  the  we  read  about  this  adopted  father’s  role  in 

amazing  and  the  life  of  Jesus,  we  see  a  man  who  willing 

[vs.  19,  abundant  plan  of  God  Years  later  Jesus  steps  back  while  God  steps  forward  in  His 
be  was  stated,  “...I  come  that  they  may  have  life,  Son’s  life."  Joseph  choose  obedience  over 
would  and  have  it  abundantly'"  (John  10:10).  Sal-  what  made  sense  to  him  and  it  changed  his 
5  situa-  vation  brings  eternal  abundant  life!  Then  life. 

» as  not  the  angel  of  the  Lord  reminds  Joseph  of  What  is  the  Lord  asking  you  to  change 

he  was  the  words  spoken  by  the  prophet  (Isa.  in  your  life  this  Christmas? 

ordap-  7:14)  and  the  dream  is  over.  %  r  ^ 

him  to  “When  Joseph  woke  from  sleep,  be  did  Leathers  is  a  member  of  First  Church , 

.  .con-  as  the  angel  of  the  Lord  commanded  him  Madison. 


but  that’s  what  God  does  in  our  serve  among  the  unreached  over¬ 
lives,"  Larry  noted  "We  have  seas.  Pray  for  them  to  be  sens?* 
seen  His  faithfulness  throughout  five  to  his  leading  and  obedient 
all  of  these  years  as  we’ve  worked  to  the  call 
here.  It  has  been  humbling  and  This  year’s  Week  of  Prayer 
incredible  to  watch."  for  International  Missions  in 

Pray  for  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven- 

■  Larry  and  Sally  to  maintain  tion  is  Dec.  2-9  with  the  them<v 

endurance  in  their  medical  min-  Every  Church.  Every  Nation, 
istrv  and  have  open  doors  to  dia-  The  theme  underrardsthe  Lottie 
riple  die  people  they  meet  Moon  Christinas  Offering  for  In- 

■  Goa  to  call  out  more  work-  temational  Missions.  This  year’ s 
ers  to  leave  the  United  States  and  goal  is  $  160  million. 


The  Baptist  Rbookd  December  6,  2018 


Greear:  We  pray,  give,  and  go,  because  of  promises 


UKRAINE  (IMB)  -  Imagine  if  you  lived 
in  Texas,  and  on  a  day’s  notice  you  had 
to  leave  and  you  ended  up  in  Florida. 

“An  your  belongings,  your  home1your 
job,  your  friends— they’re  back  in  Texas 
but  you  can’t  go  back  there  because  it’s 
too  dangerous,"  Russell  Woodbridge 
said.  “You  have  to  start  life  afl  over 
again.  Where  is  your  hope?  Where  are 
yougoing  to  look  for  answers?" 

Tnat  is  die  climate  in  Ukraine,  where 
Russell  serves  as  a  missionary  under 
the  International  Mission  Board  (IMB) 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  in 

the  time  who  have  fled  their  Eomes  in 
the  eastern  pent  of  the  country  when  war 
broke  out  a  few  years  ago. 

In  die  midst  of  that  heartbreak,  he 
and  other  Ukrainian  believers  want  to 
help  those  people  find  a  hope  that  tran¬ 
scends  the  uncertainty  of  war. 

‘A  year  and  a  half  ago,  with  the  help 
of  Ukrainians,  we  started  a  new  church 
plant  that  specifically  tries  to  reach  these 
people  who  have  been  displaced  lost 
everything,"  Russell  said  "We’ve  seen 
people  come  to  Christ  and  be  baptized." 

Tnrough  the  seminary  where  Rus¬ 
sell  teaches,  he’s  been  able  to  mobilize 
displaced  believers  to  plant  ranches 
among  other  displaced  Ukrainians.  He’s 
even  seen  them  plant  churches  beyond 
Ukraine’s  borders. 

One  student  went  to  Central  Asia 
and  led  people  there  to  faith  in  Christ 
Another  planted  a  thriving  church 
in  Poland. 

“This  is  what  we’re  about:  training 
Ukrainians  to  go  with  the  Gospel  to  the 
nations."  Russell  said.  “It’s  been  a  joy 
ana  a  privilege  for  me  to  come  along¬ 
side  them.” 

Back  in  North  Carolina,  Russell’s 
home  church  feels  the  same  way  about 
his  work.  J.  D.  Greear.  pastor  of  The 
Summit  Church  in  Durham,  and  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion,  says  their  partnership  with  Rus¬ 
sell  ana  his  wife  Ingrid  encourages  the 
church  and  enlarges  their  faith. 

“We  pray,  we  give,  we  go  -  not  be¬ 
cause  we  have  to,  but  because  of  what 
God  has  promised  He’s  going  to  do 
among  the  nations,”  J.  D.  said.  "We 
get  to  have  a  front-row  seat  in  what 
was  formerly  one  of  the  most  closed 
places  in  the  world.  It’s  our  honor  to 
be  connected.” 


“We  pray,  we  give,  we  go  —  not 
because  we  have  to,  but  because 
of  what  God  has  promised  He's 
going  to  do  among  the  nations. 
We  get  to  have  a  front-row  seat 
in  what  was  formeriy  one  of 
the  most  closed  places  in  the 
world.  It's  our  honor  to  be 
connected.' 

J.  D.  Greear,  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  president 


That’s  the  blessing  of  working  along¬ 
side  the  IMB,  he  acknowledged.  “Being 
a  part  of  this  great  network  of  churches 
provides  opportunities  that  maybe  you 
couldn’t  do  if  you  were  by  yourself.  It 
helps  us  engage  in  ways  that  are  mean¬ 
ingful  and  not  just  a  flash  in  the  pan.” 

That’s  the  same  whether  your  church 
is  50  or  5,000  strong,  J.D.  said,  adding 
that  regardless  of  size,  churches  “can  be 
directly  engaged  in  the  exciting  things 
God  is  doing  in  the  most  unreached 
places  on  the  planet. 

Russell  agreed.  “It  takes  all  of  us  — 
American  churches,  IMB  missionaries, 
and  Ukrainian  believers.  It  takes  aH  of 
us  working  together  to  reach  the  nations 
for  Christ. 

Pray  for: 

■  Ukrainian  believers  to  plant  strong, 
healthy  churches  that  spread  rapidly 
among  the  lost  in  their  country  and  be¬ 
yond. 

■  Churches  to  come  alongside  the 
work  overseas  and  support  them  with 
prayer,  funding,  apd  volunteer  help. 

This  year’s  Week  of  Prayer  for  In¬ 
ternational  Missions  in  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  is  Dec.  2-9  with 
the  theme.  Every  Church.  Every  Na¬ 
tion.  The  theme  undergirds  the  Lottie 
Moon  Christinas  Offering  for  Inter¬ 
national  Missions.  This  year’s  goal  is 
$160  million. 

The  offering,  in  tandem  with  Coop¬ 
erative  Program  gifts  from  Southern 
Baptist  churches,  supports  interna¬ 
tional  workers  in  seeking  to  fulfill  the 
Great  Commission.  Gifts  to  the  Lottie 
Moon  offering  are  received  through  lo¬ 
cal  Southern  Baptist  churches  or  online 
at  IMB.org/lmco,  where  there  are  re¬ 
sources  to  promote  the  offering. 


MISSIONS  IN  UKRAINE  —  J.D  Greear  (standing,  right),  pastor  of  The  Summit 
Church  in  Raleigh-Ourham.  N  C..  and  president  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention, 
talks  with  a  congregation  plantsd  by  Pastor  Elisey  Pronin  (standing,  left)  made  up 
%of  people  who  were  displaced  by  the  war  in  eastern  Ukraine  The  church  offers 
the  hope  of  Christ  to  people  there  who  have  lost  everything  (IMB  photo) 
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